
Two Tunnels Railway Races Event Information 

Brickfields Park, Bath, BA2 1LX – 25th October 2020, from 08:50am 

 

On the Day Registrations - please see Schedule document for start times 

Half Marathon  £35  

10km £25  

5km £20  

2km Colourburst £10  

500m Colourburst £8  

Please note we can only accept cash or cheques on the day, no cards 

Tunnel Lights 

The tunnels are well lit and open to the public 24hrs a day. They are used by cyclists, runners and 
walkers. If you have a bright t-shirt, that would be a good choice of top for the day.  

Safe Race 

Best summarised as; be socially distanced, apply hand wash/hand sanitiser and wear a face covering 

(not during your run), respect other users on the route.  

 

We have invited the council events department, police and Public Health England to the event to 

show off how awesome we all are, and so in time we might be able to get spectators back and so 

that we can inch towards a more familiar looking event. 

 

In more detail; 

 

● Please do not attend the event if you have displayed any covid symptoms in the 14 days in 

the run up to the event, or if you live in an area in local lockdown/Tier 3 or if you are 

awaiting a covid test result. In any of the above situations, you can complete your run 

virtually at any time between now and the end of the year and we will post out your medal 

and some goodies. Please upload your evidence here when you can have completed your 

run.  

 

● Face coverings are required on the shuttle bus and when you move around the race site; 

think bag drop, number collection, portaloos and medal collection, could all be considered 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://england-athletics-prod-assets-bucket.s3.amazonaws.com/2020/10/ea-tier-restrictions-v3-TRAVEL.jpg?fbclid=IwAR3kpanhNfzKNa1ZR26Xg1kb45d9bAhP4fFGkS_tbvLK-vTobhnaPjaY5Z8
https://ojeoarcyls.formstack.com/forms/covid_19_completed_virtual_race


indoor (tented) spaces. You can remove your face covering when you join the starting area, 

stash it in your pocket and it is ready for after the race. Do not wear a face covering when 

you are running.  

 

● If you lip read please contact us ahead of time so we can help with any additional 

arrangements that might be helpful for you.  

 

 

● Respect the space of the public, other runners and the event team. Other users of the route 

have priority, only pass when a safe distance can be achieved. 

 

● If arriving by foot or bike, please aim to arrive with 30mins to spare before your start time. If 

arriving by bus, please follow the recommended times and you should arrive 30-45mins 

before your start time. Please make your way from the race site 30mins after you finish your 

race. 

 

● We are practising a 2m+ social distance policy, we have the luxury of space so we are going 

to make good use of it. One way systems will be in play with socially distanced markers on 

the floor where you might need to queue.  

 

● If you see some hand sanitiser, please apply it.  

 

● Gatherings of 6 may only take place away from the main race areas; please don't meet up by 

the start line, or the finish area. We have use of the whole park. 

 

● Spectators are not permitted at this time, this is to ensure we do not go over our total 

agreed number at the venue.  

 

● We are not performing temperature checks pre race. If you do not feel well in any way, do 

not attend the event. Covid tests are not available on site. 

 

● The course is accessible to the public. As always, our definition of a successful event is one 

that our runners enjoy and one that the wider community enjoys. More so than ever, it is 

vital you respect the space of other users, there are far more significant matters at play here 

than chasing a new PB. Please give way to other users if you can not pass safely.  

 

● The Relish staff will be wearing PPE; masks, gloves/hand sanitiser, visors or screens will be 

used when we need to work more closely with you and each other.  

 

Important Notices 

● There is zero on street parking available for runners on the streets around Brickfields. 
Please park at Odd Down Park & Ride and catch the Two Tunnels (TT1) Bus Service. The 
postcode for the Park & Ride is BA2 8PA the cost of a return ticket is £4.00 for an adult and it 
is now free for U16s. Your bus ticket is now also valid on the number 41 service which can 



take you from the Park and Ride to the Bath city centre. Dogs may ride on the bus but not on 
the seats please. Buses run every 15mins at busy times, every 30mins at quieter times. 

● The bus journeys from the Park & Ride are between 07:45 and 16:15 ONLY 

● All paths used by the race are open to the general public, many of whom use the routes as 
their regular walking routes. Please make the event a success by being polite and courteous 
to the others users of these paths so that the race has a positive impact on everyone 
involved. Please stick to the left hand side at all times, especially when running through the 
tunnels. 

● Please do not run with in ear, or over ear headphones as this is not permitted under UK 
Athletics rules. Only bone conducting headphones are permitted. This is very important so 
you can hear the marshals instructions, other users within the tunnels (think cyclist’s ringing 
their bells to come past you) and traffic on the road crossing points. If you do use in ear, or 
over ear headphones you will be disqualified. Thank you for your understanding. 

● There are no on course drinks stations for the 5km or 10km, you need to carry your own 
water for these events. The Half Marathon has drinks stations approximately every 5km. 
There will be jerry cans with water and high 5 for you to refill your own supplies. We will also 
have 500ml bottles or water, but please only take one if you are going to drink the whole 
bottle. There are no cups. All feed stations will have a mix of snacks. Water and snacks for all 
runners, of all distances, at the finish.  

● There is no cut off for any of the events. If you don’t complete the full distance of your run, 
eg only 1 lap of the 2 lap half marathon please let the timing team know.  

 

Sustrans 

Sustrans and Relish Running 

Sustrans, the charity behind the National Cycle Network is our charity partner for the first ever Two 
Tunnels Railway Races. Without Sustrans we wouldn’t have the Two Tunnels Greenway and the 
re-opened iconic tunnels, including Combe Down tunnel which hosts a unique sound and lighting 
installation for you to run through!  Sustrans has to cover the costs of the maintenance of the 
tunnels, and so this event provides a brilliant opportunity to raise money to keep them in tip top 
condition. All funds raised from the event will go directly to Sustrans so they can continue to work 
on routes such as the Two Tunnels Greenway and keep the 15,000 mile National Cycle Network 
going and growing. Relish Running is donating £1 per runner to Sustrans but it would be great if you 
could help raise some money for them too!  

How to get to the Two Tunnels Railway Races 

By Car/Park & Ride - There is zero on street parking available for runners on the streets around 
Brickfields Park. Please park at Odd Down Park & Ride and catch the bus down to Brickfields. The 
postcode for the Park & Ride is BA2 8PA, cost of a return ticket is £4.00 for an adult it is now free for 
U16s. Your bus ticket is now also valid on the number 41 service which can take you from the Park 
and Ride to the Bath city centre after the race. We have arranged for a special Two Tunnels Services 
(TT1) which departs from Service 42/RUH bust stop and will drop runners off 50m from the race site. 



Please ensure you join the Two Tunnels Service (TT1) and not the number 41 Service which heads 
directly into Bath centre. 

By Train – Bath Spa Train Station is the main station in Bath and is in the town centre. Brickfields is 
approximately 1.5 mile away and the route to the event will not be signed. We would recommend 
taking an extra train out to Oldfield Park Train Station to bring you a little closer.  

By Train – Oldfield Park Train Station is a local train station between Bath and Bristol. It is 
approximately 1/2 a mile away from Brickfields.  This route will be signed with Orange Registration 
Arrows.  

By Bike – We will provide racking for bikes next to the registration gazebos – please bring your own 
lock as this is not a secure bike compound. All bikes are left at the owner’s own risk, the event 
accepts no responsibility for any loss or damage to bikes or any other property left on the race site.  

By Foot – The Brickfields Park is just off the Two Tunnels Greenway path. If you are heading to the 
event by foot it is recommended that you join the path in order to head to the park.  

Site Map 

 

 



 

Spectators 

Unfortunately we are not able to have spectators on site at this time as we need to keep a firm grasp 
over the number of people on site. Hopefully this will change soon but it is important we follow the 
guidance which has allowed this event to go ahead. 

Race Registration 

We are not posting out any numbers for this event, all numbers will be available to collect on the 
day. 

All race numbers will be laid out individually on desks for you to collect, just pull the number out 
from beneath the paper weight, grab some safety pins and you are good to go.  

Bag Storage 

There is a manned bag storage gazebo; bags are dropped and collected by the runners themselves. 
We must see that the baggage label matches your race number for you to be able to leave with your 
bag. 

Toilets  

There are portaloos in the park. The toilets are going to be regularly cleaned during the day. It is 
slightly off the running line, but these toilets are also there for use by the half marathon runners mid 
way through their run.  If you need to use them please do not cross the finish line, just duck out 
under the tape in advance of the finish, and rejoin at the same point.  

Changing Tents 

There are no changing tents at this race. Please come changed ready for the run. The bag drop area 
can look after your additional clothes and bags.  

 

Race Start Times 

Each person has an individual start time with one runner setting off at 30 second intervals. The only 
exception is that two people in the same household bubble may start together, only if you are 
planning on running the whole event together and if you can run the whole event in single file. If 
runners run side by side then social distancing on the course will not be possible.  

Hopefully pairs who are looking to run together have selected the same predicted start time...You 
should therefore be next to each other on the start list. When called up to the start line, both 
runners will start at the LATER of the two start times. The actual start times will be adjusted to be 
accurate.  

 

 

 

 



For example 

Name Race Number Start Time Predicted Time 

Tom 611 9:10:30 0:55:00 

Helen 612 9:11:00 0:55:00 

Chris 613 9:11:30 0:55:00 

Stuart 614 9:12:00 0:55:00 

Matt 615 9:12:30 0:55:00 

 

Tom and Chris want to run together. They picked a popular predicted finish time so they are mixed 
in with other runners. Tom will hold back and start at the same time as Chris, at 9:11:30. Helen will 
start at 9:11:00. Tom’s updated start time will be noted by our team so the result will be accurate. 

If a runner is not present on the day, then the gaps are maintained. You do not move up to fill the 
time slot. For example if Stuart does not run on the day, Matt still starts at 9:12:30, he does not start 
at Stuart’s time of 9:12:00 

Starting Process 

Runners waiting to start can join the Holding Area, the cones/stakes are at 5m intervals at any point 
(probably when you have 10mins to go until your start time). You can stand by any cone. Please keep 
moving forward as spaces open up ahead of you, to allow more runners to join the Holding Area 
behind you. 

The first five runners will take up position ready to start (pink Xs). When the first runner starts the 
other runners move up one space, and the 6th runner is called to the start from one of the waiting 
stakes.  

If you are a pair running together, please hold back until the second runner’s number is called and 
then move to the next five to start (pink Xs) at the same time.  

 

 



To keep the runners spread out and to allow the tunnels to remain open to everyday users we are 
splitting up the events into the following waves. Below are suggested arrival times for the Park & 
Ride (P&R) service which will take 15mins to take you down to the race start. Please check the 
schedule for more information. 

Park & Ride buses are running regularly between 07:45 and 16:15 ONLY. 

 

Race Wave P&R Bus Arrive at HQ (bike, foot) Start from Exit by Colour OTD? 

Half Marathon 75mins before your start 30mins before your start 08:50 - 10:30 30mins after your finish Pink 20 

Colourburst 75mins before your start 30mins before your start 10:30 - 11:00 30mins after your finish Cloud 10 

10km Wave 1 75mins before your start 30mins before your start 11:05 - 13:05 30mins after your finish Black Full 

10km Wave 2 75mins before your start 30mins before your start 13:15 - 14:10 30mins after your finish Green 10 

5km 75mins before your start 30mins before your start 14:15 - 14:55 30mins after your finish Orange 20 

 

OTD = On The Day registrations?  

 

Start times for on the day sign ups will follow on from those pre registered. eg The first Half 

Marathon on the day will start at roughly 10:30.  

 

Race Briefing 

There is no race briefing on the day. Everything you need to know is in here...make sure you give it a 
good read.  

Routes 

Distance Markers and GPS Route Measurements 

GPS watches struggle to deal with underground running, many switch off, others route your run over 
the top of the hills and there is an inevitable drop in signal and time delay whilst it reconnects to the 
satellites. All our routes are measured with a measuring wheel and will be accurate to the distances 
quoted below, though you toys and gadgets may try and tell you otherwise ☺ 

Universal Course Markers 

All our race routes are marked with the same fairly standard Run Route arrows, our Red and White 
run arrows, and white and red relish running branded tape hanging from trees. 



 

There will also be orange spray paint and orange arrows on the ground.  

Large signs, and our marshal team, will direct the runners around the different courses based on 
your race number colour so please make sure that is visible and pinned to your front and keep an 
eye out for the giant signs! 

 

The only place there are no course markings is within the tunnels themselves…no one has managed 
to get lost in the tunnels so far, this is not a challenge to be the first ;-) 

 

Course Summary 

All routes are out and back along the two tunnels path with different turn points and different 
numbers of laps. 

5km 

- 1 Lap course 
- Follow signs for 5km turn point 
- No on course drinks station 

10km 

- 1 Lap course 



- Follow signs for the 10km turn point 
- No on course drinks station 

Half Marathon 

- 2 lap course 
- Follow Half Marathons signs, turn at the Half Marathon turn point (beyond the 10km turn) 
- Drinks stations every 5km approx, best used to top up your own supplies. 

Distance Markers 

It is tricky to put out distance markers for this event because 40% is in the tunnels with no place to 
affix signs. Because of the multi lap nature of the course, with different routes, it could potentially 
get very confusing so we are putting out a smaller number of distance markers.  

Whether you are running the 10km or Half Marathon the important thing to be ticking off mentally 
is that it is 5km/5.5km to each turn point, 10km/10.5km per full lap. 

10km and 5km Distance Markers 

As these events are metric, so are their distance markers.  

 

The Yellow KM Distance Markers are for the Return Ticket 10km/50km. You 
should expect to see markers at 1km, 2km, 5km, 8km and 9km, the other markers 
falling within the tunnels so they are not used. The marker placements are also 
relevant for the 50km and 5x10km Relay. 

 

 

The Blue KM Distance Markers are for the 5km. You should expect to see 1km, 
2km, 3km and 4km markers out on the course.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Route Descriptions 

 

 

 

 



Cloudburst Route Description 

The Colourburst races are on out and back lengths of the football pitch in Brickfields Park, each 
runner has their own lane. Children may only share the same lane if they are from the same 
household. 

5km Route Description 

The 5km route will heads out of Brickfields Park and onto the Two Tunnels path. Once on the path 
there is ¾ or a mile of running to the Devonshire Tunnel which is a slight incline.  

The first tunnel is 408m long and you exit it after 2km of runner. After another few 100m you will 
see a sign saying ‘Split Ahead’ which signals the turn around point is less than 100m away. You will 
turn clockwise around a bright orange or yellow pole which will be positioned in the middle of the 
path before your return journey back toward the start. As you return you will pass runners going in 
the opposite direction so please stay in single file unless overtaking, especially in the Tunnels.  

As you come to the finish you will need to branch off the path to the left hand to enter the park from 
a different side from where you left. This a short little drag before you head for the finish line  

10km/50km Route Description 

As you leave the Park will cut across some scrubland that has been cleared for the race which may 
be slippery if it has been raining. Please also be careful of the vertical sections of fence that are still 
in place where you join the path (horizontal sections having been removed). The 10km route heads 
straight along the path of the Somerset & Dorset Railway through the suburbs of Bath. The first 
tunnel is just over 400m long and comes about ¾ or a mile into the race. The route has a slight climb 
up and through the tunnel before emerging out into beautiful woodland the other side.  

A few 100m after the Devonshire Tunnel you will see a large sign saying ‘Split Ahead’, at this point 
the 5km runners will be getting ready to perform their U turn to head back to the start. 10km 
runners need to go straight on at this point.  

After another couple of 100m you will enter the longer Combe Down Tunnel which is 1672m in 
length and loses 14m of height from this end to the far end so represents a great opportunity to get 
the legs turning fast. 

Emerging into the light again the other side and you will feel many miles from the nearest city! 500m 
after you exit the tunnel there is a drinks station on the left hand side, atop the Tucking Mill viaduct. 
300m after this you will see a 10km U turn sign and a bright yellow or orange pole on the path which 
acts as your turn around point. Please turn around the flag in a clockwise direction and follow the 
course back towards the finish.  

As you near finish you will need to branch off the path to the left hand to enter the park from a 
different side from where you left. This a short little drag before you head for the finish line. 

10km: Head straight for the finish 

50km: Take the right filter lane in the park to go round for the next lap 

Half Marathon Route Description 

As this is a slightly adjusted route, we found the turn around point is actually mid way along a third 
tunnel. Not only does that make a mockery of our event name, it is also not a great point to turn 
runners. So the Half Marathon has some out and back length of a football pitch at the very start of 



their run so we can bring the turn point out of the tunnel. You only do this on Lap 1, at the very start. 
Then out and back laps as below.  

As you leave the Park will cut across some scrubland that has been cleared for the race which may 
be slippery if it has been raining. Please also be careful of the vertical sections of fence that are still 
in place where you join the path (horizontal sections having been removed). The 10km route heads 
straight along the path of the Somerset & Dorset Railway through the suburbs of Bath. The first 
tunnel is just over 400m long and comes about ¾ or a mile into the race. The route has a slight climb 
up and through the tunnel before emerging out into beautiful woodland on the other side.  

A few 100m after the Devonshire Tunnel you will see a large sign saying ‘Split Ahead’, at this point 
the 5km runners will be getting ready to perform their U turn to head back to the start. Half 
Marathon runners need to go straight on at this point.  

After another couple of 100m you will enter the longer Combe Down Tunnel which is 1672m in 
length and loses 14m of height from this end to the far end so represents a great opportunity to get 
the legs turning fast. 

Emerging into the light again the other side and you will feel many miles from the nearest city! 500m 
after you exit the tunnel there is a drinks station on the left hand side, atop the Tucking Mill viaduct. 
300m after this you will see a 10km U turn sign (with an orange pole and a Half Marathon straight 
ahead sign. To ensure this is an accurate half marathon you will need to run a further 125m to the 
Half Marathon U turn sign, which will be marked with another Relish Running pole. Please turn 
around the pole in a clockwise direction and follow the course back towards the finish.  .  

Half Marathon: When you return to the park please take the right filter lane to start your second lap, 
upon completing your second lap head for the finish. 

 

Refreshments 

We have catering from Totally Wonderfuel and Box Steam Brewery will be at the event with their 
delicious range of steam train themed ales including their best selling Tunnel Vision and Funnel 
Blower.  

Medical 

There is a First Aider at each Feed Station as well as an ambulance and crew at the Finish. If you do 
not feel able to complete the course or if you feel unwell please stop at your nearest Feed Station 
and we will arrange for you to be returned to the Registration area at Brickfields Park. 

Finish 

After the race all runners will be awarded a medal and will be provided with a buffet of tasty treats 
as provided at all our feed stations.  

Medals 

This year we have a new 4 medal set with the landmarks from our routes set within a viaduct design. 
The medal on the left is Midford Castle above the turn around on the 10km and Return Half routes. 
The third medal is Bath Abbey. And the second and fourth medal are of course two trains heading 
through two tunnels :-) 

https://www.totallywonderfuel.co.uk/
http://boxsteambrewery.com/


At your first event you will be awarded Medal 1 (left), your second event Medal 2 (the first 0) and so 
on. You do not need to run any particular events or run events in any special order. Many runners 
double up and run two races on one day, a 5km and 10km for example, so you can collect all four 
medals over just two days! 

 

Results 

PROVISIONAL Results will be posted to our website at roughly 21:00 on race day, likely before. We 
record your finish time under the finish gantry and bib (race number) at the end of the finish funnel. 
If you escape the finish funnel then we can not record a finish time for you. 

If you are unable to complete the distance for your event, you do not need to cross the finish line. 
However if you do, please let the timing team at the far end of the funnel know that you have 
dropped out.  

Please only cross the finish line once. If you cross the finish line twice, with friends or family in later 
waves, it creates lots of confusion as we end up with two results for you! 

 


